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EAST REGION 
Bruce Eddy, Region Manager 
 
Mule Deer Initiative Update 
Declining mule deer abundance is an issue throughout 
the western states and in eastern Oregon.  To help 
improve conditions for Oregon mule deer the Mule 
Deer Initiative (MDI) began in 2009 with the goal of 
increasing populations in five eastern Oregon mule 
deer Wildlife Management Units (WMU’s).  Action 
Plan Committees from each WMU assisted the 
department in planning enhancement activities for each 
Unit.  These activities have ranged from predator 

control to 
landscape scale 
habitat 
enhancement.  
Improvement 
associated with 
these efforts have 
been monitored 
using a stratified 
random 
population 
sampling (quadrat 
surveys) of 
treatment and 
control mule deer 
winter ranges.  
While evaluation 
of this data is still 

underway the following provides an initial assessment 
of the MDI results. 
 
Cougar predation and juniper encroachment on range 
land were identified as problems for mule deer in the 
Warner and Steens WMUs of southeastern Oregon. 
Cougar target areas were authorized in both units 
January 2010 through December 2013. Twenty-eight 
cougars were administratively removed from the 
Warner and 60 from the Steens units.  A number of 
large scale juniper treatment projects were initiated to 
address habitat issues. 
 
Coyote predation and habitat were identified as issues 
limiting mule deer in the Heppner WMU.  From 2010 
through 2013 over 900 coyotes were removed from the 
unit.  Habitat improvement projects in the unit include, 

weed control, grass seeding, spring development, 
juniper control, riparian improvement, and aspen 
protection.   
 
Habitat and human disturbance were identified as 
limiting mule deer populations in the Murderers Creek 
WMU.  The Phillip W. Schneider Wildlife Area 
(PWSWA) was the focus of large scale winter range 
habitat improvement. The majority of this effort has 
been juniper removal but also included grass seeding, 
shrub planting, food plots, weed control, and aspen 
protection.  PWSWA was closed to public access from 
February 1st through April 14th to reduce human 
disturbance of deer on winter range.  In addition, roads 
in the northern portion of the Murders Creek WMU 
were closed during archery and rifle seasons to reduce 
disturbance. 
 
Monitoring suggests that these efforts have stabilized 
and in some cases improved mule deer abundance.  
Deer populations in the Warner and Steens units 
stabilized and are in some areas slightly increasing.  
Populations in the Heppner unit improved for the first 
two years of MDI and are currently stable.  Murderers 
Creek unit deer numbers have stopped falling and are 
currently stable.   While many factors probably 
contributed to changes observed in the 5 MDI units, 
we believe the efforts undertaken by the department, 
land managers, private landowners and hunters as part 
of the MDI are playing a role. 
 
Phillips Reservoir Tiger Muskie: Year 1 
June 2013 25,000 tiger muskie were released in Phillips 
Reservoir after 6 years of planning by department 
biologists and the Baker County Anglers Advisory 
Committee.  Tiger muskie (a sterile cross between 
muskellunge and northern pike) have been used in 
other states to control perch and it is hoped they will 
serve a similar role here. The tiger muskie released into 
Phillips came from Wyoming Fish and Game.  
 
Phillips Reservoir once was a very popular trout fishery 
supporting almost 40,000 angler trips a year in the 
1970’s and 80’s.  This fell to only 3,100 angler days in 
2010 after yellow perch become established as a result 
of an illegal introduction.  Both muskellunge and 
northern pike co-exist with yellow perch in their native 
habitat and feed on perch heavily. 
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When released into Phillips Reservoir in 2013 the tiger 
muskie were 4 to 5 inches long.  This year sampling 
caught tiger muskie approximately 14 inches long.   

 
Obviously these fish have found Phillips Reservoir to 
their liking.  Another 15,000 fingerlings will be released 
this summer. Tiger Muskie releases will be evaluated 
for five years.  In 2019 we’ll evaluate whether or not to 
continue the releases, based on progress towards 
meeting Phillips Reservoir management goals. 
 

WEST REGION 
Larry Cooper, Region Manager 
 
Topic: Winchester Dam Lamprey Ramp  
The Central Point screens shop started improvements 
on the Winchester Dam lamprey ramp. The ramp will 
be fine-tuned to improve passage by eliminating one of 
the holding boxes. The counting mechanism will also 
be altered to a “pet door” (lamprey move through a 
horizontal door) configuration which should reduce the 
chances of the door being jammed by water flow like 
the “drop door” (lamprey dropped vertically through a 
door) that we tried last year. Additional repairs are also 
needed on one of the vertical panels that lamprey use 
to ascend the dam to use the ramp. Local staff have 
discussed the repairs with the Cow Creek Band of the 
Umpqua Tribe. 

 

 
 
TOPIC: FAMILY FISHING EVENTS 
The onset of spring has also brought the annual start of 
ODFW Family Fishing events.  The West Region has 
already hosted several fishing events and staff are 
observing very high participation and good angling 
success at these early events.  At Canby Pond, a youth 
and disabled angler-only water, record turnout was 
observed with an estimated attendance of over 250 
people even though weather conditions were poor.  At 
Shorty’s Pond in Molalla the following weekend, over 
150 anglers participated under excellent weather 
conditions; this was about double the typical 
attendance at this small community fishing pond. The 
Row River Nature Park (formerly known as Cottage 
Grove Pond) was a great setting, as usual.  About 175 
people participated over a 4-hour period and cleaned 
just over 100 fish. Over 300 kids and parents 
participated in the first annual event at Devils Lake. 
Hundreds of other happy anglers partook in many 
similar events throughout Western Oregon. More 
Family Fishing Events are planned during the summer. 
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INFORMATION AND EDUCATION 
Roger Fuhrman, Administrator 
 
Learn to fish and hunt 
Spring is here and ODFW is offering a number of 
opportunities to learn how to fish, hunt, shoot, clam or 
otherwise enjoy the outdoors.   Over the next few 
months, ODFW is sponsoring workshops on fly 
fishing, clamming, shotgun and archery skills and more 
than a dozen Family Fishing Events.  Several events 
already have been held around the state and have seen 
higher than usual participation.     
 
Anglers looking for a greater challenge had the 
opportunity in April to learn about fishing for winter 
steelhead.  Two dozen steelhead fishing novices met at 
Camp Angelos on the Sandy River for the first ODFW 
Outdoors Winter Steelhead fishing clinic.  ODFW 
teamed up with the Sandy River Chapter of the 
Association of Northwest Steelheaders for the hands 
on workshop showing anglers how to find and catch 
these hard fighting fish.  Participants learned knot 
tying, rigging, and casting, as well as reading the water 
and water safety.  They also left with suggestions on 
how to prepare their catch.  After the event, Northwest 
Steelheaders followed up with participants with an 
offer to take them fishing.  Based on the success of this 
pilot effort, Northwest Steelheaders and ODFW are 
considering offering more events in the future.   
 
ODFW partnered with sports groups to hold three 
Family Turkey Hunting workshops in March and April.  
The workshops focused on turkey behavior, scouting, 
calling and other hunting strategies.  Participants 
practiced shooting, learned how to pattern a shotgun 
and determine an effective range, and how to hold their 
gun as a turkey approaches.  All ammunition and 
shotguns were provided by ODFW, the Oregon 
Hunters Association and other partners.  The 
workshops were timed to help prepare new hunters 
and their families for the opening of turkey season on 
April 15th.   A complete list of workshops and Family 
Fishing Events is available on the ODFW website 
under the DFW Outdoors tab.   

 

OCEAN SALMON AND COLUMBIA 
RIVER PROGRAM 
Tony Nigro, Ocean Salmon and Columbia River 
Program Manager 
 
Northern Pikeminnow Management Program – 
managing a native predator to benefit juvenile 
salmon and steelhead 
 
Background 
The Northern Pikeminnow Management Program, first 
implemented in 1991, is a collaborative effort between 
the ODFW, the Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and the Pacific States Marine Fisheries 
Commission, and is funded by the Bonneville Power 
Administration.  The primary goal of the program is to 
reduce predation by northern pikeminnow on juvenile 
salmon and steelhead emigrating through the Columbia 
and Snake rivers while maintaining a viable population 
of the native pikeminnow.  Ongoing monitoring of the 
program indicates that efforts to date have been 
successful. 
 
Studies in the 1980’s indicated that large, older 
pikeminnow (≥ 11 inches) were the primary predators 
of juvenile salmon and steelhead and made up a 
significant proportion of the population.  Since the 
population was essentially unexploited, modeling 
indicated that harvesting these large, older fish would 
restructure the population so that it was predominately 
made up of small, younger individuals.  These 
individuals did not substantially prey on juvenile 
salmon and steelhead.  As a result, predation by 
pikeminnow on juvenile salmon and steelhead could be 
reduced significantly 
 
Given the population dynamics of northern 
pikeminnow, research indicated that an annual harvest 
rate of 10-20%, focused on larger individuals, could 
reduce predation on juvenile salmon and steelhead by 
up to 50%.  It was also determined that this harvest 
rate was sustainable, i.e. pikeminnow populations 
would be restructured, but would remain viable in the 
short and long terms.  
 
 
Program Implementation 
Because northern pikeminnows are not considered a 
desirable game fish by anglers, fisheries managers 
provide anglers an incentive to fish for them in the 
form of a “sport-reward”.  Each year, starting in May 
and continuing through September, anglers are 
recruited to fish for pikeminnow.  Anglers who register 
to participate in the fishery are paid a sum of money 
based on the number of large, older pikeminnow they 
harvest.  Currently, the reward for the first 100 fish 
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harvested by an angler is $4 per fish.  An angler who 
harvests over 400 fish can earn $8 per fish for every 
fish over 400.  Also, because pikeminnow seasonally 
congregate near dams in the Columbia and Snake 
rivers, teams of agency personnel are paid to fish for 
them off the dams.   
 
Each year, field teams from ODFW tag and release 
northern pikeminnow throughout areas in the 
Columbia and Snake rivers.  A proportion of these fish 
are subsequently recaptured by anglers participating in 
the sport-reward fishery and by agency personnel 
fishing from the dams.  Anglers participating in the 
sport-reward fishery are currently paid $500 for each 
tagged pikeminnow they harvest.  These tag recoveries 
allow managers to estimate harvest rates and track 
changes in population abundance and size and age 
structure. 
 
In each of the last four years (2010-2013), the top 
angler has harvested over 9,000 pikeminnow and made 
over $70,000.  From 1991 through 2013, more than 4 
million northern pikeminnow have been harvested in 
the Columbia and Snake rivers as a result of the 
program.  Correspondingly, the annual harvest rate of 
large, older northern pikeminnow has averaged just 
under 14%, which is within the 10-20% target range.  
Modeling indicates that this harvest rate, coupled with 
the subsequent restructuring of the population toward 
small, younger fish has reduced predation by 
pikeminnow on juvenile salmon and steelhead by 35%.  
Although this may not necessarily correspond to a 35% 
reduction in the mortality of juvenile salmon and 
steelhead because other predators, including 
pikeminnow that escape harvest, may fill the 
“predatory gap”, monitoring indicates there has been 
no significant change in consumption rates (number of 
juvenile salmon and steelhead eaten per predator) of 
pikeminnow or other fish predators.  
 
OREGON STATE POLICE 
Captain Jeff Samuels, Fish & Wildlife Division 
 
East Region 
Sr. Trooper Lindberg (Madras) conducted a foot patrol 
in the Middle Deschutes River Canyon near Steelhead 
Falls. Four anglers were checked. One angler assured 
Trooper Lindberg that he had purchased a 2014 
angling license, but had forgotten to bring it with him. 
Trooper Lindberg hiked out of the canyon and ran a 
license check on the subject through Outdoor Central. 
It was found that the subject did not have a 2014 
angling license. Trooper Lindberg later re-contacted the 
subject as he returned to his vehicle and he was cited 
for No Angling License. 
 
 

NW Region 
Trooper Shimer (Sauvie Island Wildlife Area) patrolled 
Sauvie Island looking for sturgeon poachers.  Early in 
the evening he checked group of men angling on the 
Gilbert River Boat Dock. Trooper Shimer warned the 
men for using barbed hooks while fishing for sturgeon 
and reminded them sturgeon was closed for retention.  
Trooper Shimer drove down the road, out of sight of 
the men, and waited. Within five minutes of checking 
the men on the dock, a vehicle drove by the Trooper 
and the driver stated the same men had just caught a 
large sturgeon and put it in their vehicle. Trooper 
Shimer contacted the men as they were leaving the 
parking lot.  A search of the vehicle yielded a live ~45” 
sturgeon with a barbed hook stuck in its mouth. The 
sturgeon was returned alive into the water.  One man 
was cited criminally for Unlawful Possession of 
Sturgeon and Angling Prohibited Method: Barbed 
Hooks for Sturgeon. The driver of the vehicle was 
cited for No Operators License, Driving Uninsured 
and criminally cited for Aiding in a Wildlife Crime. 
There were over 15 upset witnesses to the crime. 
 
SW Region 
Trooper Smithers (Gold Beach) received a littering 
complaint in the Port of Brookings. The complaint was 
of approximately 1000 lbs. of rotten mink had been 
thrown into the port water off of a commercial crab 
dock. Trooper Smithers interviewed all of the port 
workers who were involved in the clean-up. The 
workers had to wear multiple types of protective gear 
to include painters masks lined with "Vicks" to combat 
the smell. The workers gathered approximately 4000 
lbs. of rotten mink from the port waters and stated they 
would continue to clean up the mink as it came up. 
Trooper Smithers interviewed both the Captain and the 
crew of the commercial boat responsible for the 
dumping of the rotten mink. Both the crew and captain 
were untruthful during the investigation initially. After 
advising the crew and captain the videos of the port 
showed their boat never left the harbor they admitted 
to throwing approximately 6,000 lbs. of rotten mink off 
of the commercial crab dock. The captain of the boat 
was subsequently cited for Water Pollution in the 
First Degree, a class B felony. 
 
 
END OF FIELD REPORTS FOR  
April 25, 2014 


